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LAS PALMAS
A MESSAGE FROM THE MASTER

Brethren, it has come to my at-
tention that some of our mem-
bers who have been appointed to

the investigating committce are
a little lax in this imporiant re-
sponsibility. Some are not return-
ing a complete report, and others
are not returning the application
at alll

Please, my brethren, when you
are appointed to this committee,
(1 assure you that it will be only one time during
my term as master) make every effort to attend to
this important duty at once. If there is any reason
that you will be unable to fulfill this obligation,
please return the application immediately so that
another brother may make the investigation without
helding it over for another month. 1 am sure that our
applicants for degrees and affiliations (as we all once
were) are anxiously awaiting the call from our sec-
retary informing them that they have been elected
to become a member of Las Palmas Lodge. Only
through the applications of good. qualified persons,
will we be able to prosper, grow, and extend our
Masonic principles throughout the world.

April has been proclaimed Public Schools Month
and our committee on Public Schools has arranged
for a very well informed guest speaker. Please plan
to attend our April “Dinner with om Dates” to hear
this brother’s remarks. Show him that we all stand
solidly for “Public Education — the Foundation of
Democracy”.

A great big thanks to Brother Edward Carpenter
for taking over so graciously while our Secretary,
Brother Bob Paden, is on vacation.

The month of April has many special days for all
of us, but one day stands out for a special person of
Las Palmas Lodge. April 12th will be the 85th birth-
day of Rachel Browne, our only guest at our Masonie
Home at Decoto (Union City), and I am sure that she
would welcome many cards und notes showing that
we have not forgotten her. Make this a Most Happy
Birthday for this wonderful Lady. Her address is:
Mrs. Rachel Rocke Brown, Masonic Residence, Union
City, California 94587.

A Happy Easter to All

May God Bless.

J. CRAIG SHAW, Master
SPECIAL NOTE: We hope that the delay in re-
turning dues cards for those who paid during the
secretary’s vacation did not cause any inconven-
ience.
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS MONTH — APRIL, 1974
‘Where There Is No Vision The People Perish”

Vision is the ability to see, to visualize, to have
light cast upon a subject or object that it may be
brought into focus. Our free public schools systein
wias designed to bring light and knowledge to all
children that they may have the vision to know
the way, to know their goals.

What other course than free public schoolsr
Public schools with tuition? Private schools with
tuition? Parochial schools with tuition? All of which
exclude those who cannot pay, thus setting up and
perpetuating a distinet society of “have nots” with
little opportunity to change their status, a situation
man has been striving to eliminate for centuries and
one which free public schools eliminate.

Yet, in spite of the merit and advantages of free
public education, there are those (both from within
and without the system) who would tear down and
destroy the free public school system to further
their own selfish interests. Free public education
and schools are the melting pot of America, wilh-
out dividing concepts of religion, race, politics,
wealth or station in life.

Parents are as much a part of our school system
as the teachers and administrators. Parents supply
the children to be taught. Administrators and
teachers plan and teach the curriculum. The gen-
eral public, all of us, supply the money. Theretore,
parents as well as the teachers and general public
are responsible for the welfare and conduct of our
public  schools,

Masons are involved in all three categories and,
therefore, are responsible in all three categories.
Our {ree public schools need your help and support.
The administrators and teachers need your help
and suupport. The children need your help and sup-
port. To aid you in visiting, learning about and
actively supporting the schools of your community,
I declare the month of April to be Public Schools
Month.

This proclamation is to be read at Stated Meel-
ings prior to your local observance.

Fa i, RAYMOND A. EBBAGE
Grand Master

Dated: March 8, 1974
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